
Chapter 8 

When Chemistry Lies 

There are few forces more persuasive than immediate chemistry between two people. It 
arrives quickly, often unexpectedly, carrying with it a powerful emotional certainty that can 
feel almost undeniable. A conversation flows effortlessly. The laughter comes naturally. 
Shared experiences seem to appear one after another as though two lives were somehow 
designed to intersect at precisely that moment. The comfort feels familiar, almost 
unsettling in its intensity, and many people quietly begin telling themselves the same 
dangerous thought: Where has this person been all my life? 

It is a feeling so common, so emotionally convincing, that countless people have mistaken 
it for destiny. 

The problem is not that chemistry exists. Chemistry is real. Attraction is real. Emotional 
excitement is real. The problem is that people often confuse emotional intensity with 
compatibility, emotional connection with character, and immediate comfort with long-term 
suitability. Those are not the same things, though many people discover the difference only 
after years of emotional investment, disappointment, conflict, or divorce. 

When we look at the number of broken relationships and failed marriages in society, it is 
important to remember that most of those couples did not begin their relationships 
expecting failure. They began the same way nearly everyone begins—with hope, attraction, 
emotional certainty, and belief. At one point, they also believed they had found the right 
person. The chemistry felt undeniable. The connection seemed special. Yet time eventually 
revealed realities that chemistry had concealed. 

That is one of the most important truths people must understand: chemistry has the ability 
to hide what wisdom would otherwise notice. 

This becomes especially painful for individuals who spent years attempting to do 
everything “right.” There are people who protected themselves emotionally, pursued 
education, built financial stability, avoided reckless behavior, and patiently waited for 
someone they believed would complement the life they had carefully constructed. Then, 
finally, someone appears who seems to fit every emotional longing they carried for years. 
The connection feels extraordinary. The excitement feels deserved. The relationship 
appears almost heaven-sent. 

Only later do they discover that emotional excitement is not the same thing as emotional 
safety. 



What makes this difficult is that chemistry itself is not evil. In fact, chemistry can be 
enjoyable, beautiful, energizing, and deeply human. The danger comes when chemistry 
becomes blinding. Strong attraction has a way of silencing caution. It weakens 
discernment. It persuades people to overlook inconsistencies they would normally 
question. It can cause intelligence, discipline, standards, and emotional balance to 
temporarily step aside while emotion takes control of perception. 

People often enter relationships with their hearts fully open while their eyes remain 
partially closed. 

Over the years, I have come to believe that one of the wisest approaches to relationships is 
to walk with your eyes open, not merely with your heart open. Many people have been 
taught to “follow their heart,” but the heart without wisdom can become reckless. Emotion 
without discernment can become destructive. Attraction without observation can lead 
people into years of confusion they never anticipated. 

There is a reason ancient wisdom traditions often speak about guarding the heart. While 
many interpret those teachings differently, there is practical wisdom within the principle 
itself. Human emotion is impressionable. Hearts are naturally hopeful. They want 
connection, understanding, affection, reassurance, excitement, companionship, and 
intimacy. When another person appears to fulfill those emotional longings, the heart 
responds quickly—sometimes far more quickly than the mind has had time to evaluate 
reality. 

That is why character matters more than chemistry, even though chemistry speaks louder 
in the beginning. 

Character reveals itself slowly. It appears in patterns rather than moments. It shows itself 
in consistency, emotional stability, honesty, humility, patience, accountability, discipline, 
and how someone behaves when life becomes difficult. Chemistry can create excitement 
during enjoyable moments, but character determines how a person behaves during 
disappointment, conflict, financial hardship, emotional strain, sickness, frustration, 
boredom, temptation, or exhaustion. 

Many people are deeply attractive during pleasant moments. Far fewer remain trustworthy 
during difficult ones. 

Chemistry often resembles a scientific reaction. Two elements combine, and suddenly 
there is heat, energy, movement, and intensity. The reaction itself can become so dramatic 
that people stop paying attention to what is actually occurring beneath the surface. They 
become consumed by the feeling rather than the substance. The emotional experience 



becomes the evidence, even though emotions alone are notoriously unreliable indicators 
of long-term compatibility. 

This is why time matters. 

Time exposes what chemistry attempts to conceal. It reveals emotional habits, coping 
mechanisms, unresolved wounds, communication patterns, selfishness, maturity levels, 
integrity, and the true priorities a person lives by. Without time, many people are not 
relating to the actual person at all. They are relating to an emotional projection created 
partly by attraction, partly by hope, and partly by imagination. 

Real love requires more than emotional electricity. 

It requires observation. Patience. Clarity. Emotional discipline. It requires paying attention 
not only to how someone makes you feel, but also to who they consistently reveal 
themselves to be. Some individuals are meant to be pleasant acquaintances, meaningful 
conversations, or temporary companions within a season of life. Not every emotional 
connection is meant to become a lifelong commitment. 

That truth alone could save many people years of unnecessary suffering. 

There is nothing wrong with enjoying chemistry. Enjoy the conversations. Enjoy the laughter. 
Enjoy the excitement of meeting someone new. But remain grounded enough to observe 
reality while emotions are still forming. Do not surrender wisdom in exchange for emotional 
intensity. Do not assume immediate connection automatically means permanent 
compatibility. 

Because sometimes chemistry is not announcing the arrival of your future spouse. 

Sometimes it is simply introducing you to another human being whose purpose in your life 
is far smaller than your emotions initially imagined. 

 

Take a Moment With This 

• Think about a time when strong attraction caused you to overlook something 
important about a person. Looking back now, what did you ignore that wisdom was 
quietly trying to show you?  

• Consider the difference between how someone makes you feel and who they 
consistently are. Which of those two has carried more weight in your past 
relationship decisions?  



• Reflect on whether loneliness, excitement, or emotional longing has ever influenced 
your judgment more than character and compatibility.  

• Think about the people in your life whose steady character brought peace rather 
than emotional turbulence. What qualities made them emotionally safe?  

Guided Exercise 

Take a sheet of paper and divide it into two columns. On one side, write down the qualities 
that create immediate attraction for you. On the other side, write the qualities required for 
long-term peace, trust, stability, and endurance. Sit quietly for a few moments and 
compare the two lists honestly. Notice where emotional excitement and lasting wisdom 
differ. 

 


